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Checklist for Interviewing a Family Law Attorney
What is your experience with high-conflict custody cases involving parental alienation?

☐ Has handled multiple PA cases successfully
☐ Can give examples of favorable outcomes
☐ Comfortable with litigation when necessary

How do you identify and prove parental alienation in court?
☐ Uses expert testimony, documentation, and behavioral evidence
☐ Knows how to challenge false narratives
☐ Understands how to expose coercive control tactics

What’s your strategy for protecting my child’s relationship with me during ongoing litigation?
☐ Immediate motions to preserve contact
☐ Requests for court orders promoting reunification
☐ Opposes unnecessary therapeutic gatekeeping

Are you familiar with reunification therapy, and when it is appropriate to request it?
☐ Yes, and knows how to identify biased or ineffective therapists
☐ Knows when to object to traditional therapy approaches in alienation cases
☐ Understands the urgency of time in restoring the parent-child bond

How do you work with custody evaluators or GALs to ensure they understand alienation 
dynamics?

☐ Submits briefing letters or supporting research
☐ Advocates for neutral, trained professionals
☐ Challenges biased or incomplete evaluations

Have you encountered false abuse allegations in the context of alienation? How do you handle 
that?

☐ Uses evidence and expert rebuttal
☐ Protects the client’s legal rights and reputation
☐ Understands that false allegations are a red flag of alienation

What do you believe is in the child’s best interest when one parent is being alienated?
☐ Considers long-term emotional and psychological health
☐ Advocates for the restoration of both parent-child relationships
☐ Recognizes harm in appeasing the alienating parent

RED FLAGS
❌ Equates alienation with a “high conflict” situation in which both parents are combative

❌ Maintains neutrality and doesn’t have a position on parental alienation

❌ Dismisses alienation as “discredited”, “debunked”, or “controversial”

❌ Suggests that reunification can wait until the child is older

❌ Sides with the child’s current preference and maintains a “child’s voice” approach
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